
 
 
 
Office of Divine Worship  
 

 

12 June 2020 
 
 
Dear Father, 
 
Re: Guidelines for Weddings, Funerals, and the Sacraments of Initiation – Baptism, Eucharist, 

Confirmation & the RCIA process 
 
As the province of Alberta continues the phased relaunch, which includes places of worship, these 
guidelines, building on the Guidelines for the Reintroduction of the Public Celebration of Holy Mass, 
can serve as a template, effective June 12.  As you begin to celebrate the sacraments of initiation, 
please continue to follow the health and safety directives of the Chief Medical Officer of Health for 
the Province of Alberta, and Alberta Health Services (AHS). 
 
The ongoing health and safety of our parishioners and volunteers are very important.  The number 
of people present for the celebration of the sacraments, and proper physical distancing, must 
follow AHS guidelines as outlined in the Guidance for Places of Worship dated June 9, 2020. 
 
WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
 
As Phase 2 of the relaunch begins, you are able to celebrate a marriage or funeral with mass.  The 
Guidelines for the Reintroduction of the Public Celebration of Holy Mass must still be followed.  
Volunteers will be needed to assist with the welcoming and ushering of congregants.   
 
The total maximum attendance allowed for the congregation including clergy and anyone else 
involved in the celebration of a Funeral or Wedding Mass is no more than 100, or fewer if required 
for proper physical distancing. This has been mandated by the Province. 
 
Receptions with food and drink are not allowed on church premises under Stage 2. Families should 
be encouraged to arrange receptions at a licensed food service establishment where measures 
have been implemented in line with the latest public health measures to ensure the safe 
preparation and serving of food. 
 
BAPTISM OF CHILDREN 
 
The Baptism of Children may be celebrated outside of Mass, with either one family present or, if 
acceptable to all parties, a few families together.  The principle of physical distancing must be 
maintained.  An abbreviated Liturgy of the Word and brief homily may be given.  The use of cotton 
balls when anointing with oil is recommended.  Fresh water is to be blessed and used for each 
baptism, and should be poured into a separate vessel that is placed in the baptismal font.  The 
Ephphetha Rite can be omitted during the early phases of relaunch.   

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-guidance-for-places-of-worship


 

 
With the movements involved in the celebration of Baptism, the Archdiocese has decided that the 
maximum number allowed for baptisms should follow the provincial guideline for indoor social 
gatherings. Therefore, the total maximum attendance allowed for the congregation including clergy 
and anyone else involved in the celebration is no more than 50, or fewer if required for proper 
physical distancing. 
 
CONFIRMATION OF SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN 
 
Archbishop Smith will grant delegation to Pastors to confer the sacrament of Confirmation.  It 
would be important to give time for sacramental preparation to proceed.  Parishes may require a 
number of masses to celebrate Confirmation, again following the limit of people set by the 
provincial guidelines.  If you require the revised ritual for Confirmation, please contact the Office of 
Divine Worship.  Mona Dolan can email you a PDF copy.     
 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
 
First Holy Communion can be scheduled when mutually convenient, again following the limit of 
people set by the provincial guidelines.  It would be important to give time for sacramental 
preparation to proceed.  Your parish may already celebrate First Communion throughout the year 
with one candidate at a time during Sunday Mass.  This option may assist other parishes.  
 
SACRAMENTS OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS AND CHILDREN 
 
Archbishop Smith will determine a date and time for the celebration of Baptism, Confirmation and 
Eucharist for those in the RCIA process (adults and young people over the age of seven years.)  The 
date chosen will also build in time for the celebration of the Scrutinies and the presentation of the 
Creed and Our Father.  There will also be an appropriate period for Mystagogy.   
 
In case of emergency, and for a serious pastoral reason, you can celebrate the Sacraments of 
Christian Initiation of adults and children. 
 
RECEPTION OF BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS INTO THE FULL COMMUNION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 
The Reception of Baptized Christians into the Full Communion of the Catholic Church for adults 
and children over seven years of age can take place at any time of the year. 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
 
It will take time to allow our pastoral care volunteers to bring Holy Communion to our sick and 
shut-ins who reside at a Nursing Home or private homes.  The Office of Divine Worship and the 



 

Office for Pastoral Care are working in collaboration to announce when the resumption of ministry 
can take place.  Our pastoral care to the dying has been ongoing.  
 
Thank you as always for your generous assistance.  If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at divineworship@caedm.ca   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Fr. Paul Kavanagh 
Director 
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Helpful Resources from Team RCIA 
 
www.TeamRCIA.org 
The Rites of Initiation and the Triduum during Coronavirus Restrictions. 
Community Chat: Scheduling Initiation Outside of Easter 
Celebrating the RCIA Scrutinies Outside the Usual Time 
How to Celebrate the Scrutinies outside the Usual Time 
RCIA Blessings in Time of the Coronavirus 
A Prayer When Baptism Must Be Delayed in Time of the Coronavirus 
 
 

Post Covid-19 RCIA Initiation Bulletin Inserts 
 
RCIA Paused…..Not canceled 
Suddenly on March 22nd, our Lenten journey seemed to stop.  We were not gathering for 
Sunday Mass.  Our elect were not celebrating the Scrutinies, or the Presentations of the 
Creed and the Our Father.  We did not have the opportunity to renew our baptismal 
promises, something our Lenten prayer, fasting and almsgiving prepares us to do. No one 
was baptized.  Missed but not lost; paused but not canceled.  When we relaunch and begin 
to gather, again we will celebrate these rites and presentations.  With the initiation of the 
elect, we will renew our baptismal promises.   
 
Once back….How do we pick up with the RCIA process? 
What can we expect once the doors are open again for Sunday Mass?  Yes, we can expect 
certain new protocols to be in place.  Once Archbishop Smith has announced the new date 
for the Rites of Initiation, we will need to schedule the Scrutinies and Presentations of the 
Our Father and the Creed with our elect.  The Scrutinies are normally celebrated on the 
third, fourth and fifth Sundays of Lent.  The gospel accounts of the woman at the well, the 
man born blind and raising of Lazarus are proclaimed.  For this reason, when we celebrate 
the Scrutinies the readings for that particular Sunday Mass will use the readings for the 
third, fourth and fifth Sundays of Lent.  Similarly, the Presentations of the Our Father and 
the Creed have their own proper ritual. 
 
 
The RCIA Rites of Initiation 
We will celebrate Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist with the elect just as we would have 
done at the Easter Vigil.  We will not attempt to repeat the Vigil with the new fire, blessing 
of the candle and extended Liturgy of the Word.  We will however use the readings for 
Easter.  After the elect are baptized, the congregation will be invited to renew our baptismal 
promises. 
  
And After Initiation  

http://www.teamrcia.org/


 

The Sundays of the Easter season are a time of deepen our experience of the mysteries 
that we have celebrated during the Sacred Triduum.  The Pascal Mystery, the life, death, 
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ is first and foremost. This is a time of reflection 
for the entire community, not just the neophytes (the newly baptized).  For this reason, in 
the weeks following the Rite of Initiation we will proclaim the Easter readings. 
 
And For Our Candidates 
The Rite of Reception into Full Communion with the Catholic Church is not tied to the 
Easter Vigil or the Easter season.  The official rite of initiation allows us to celebrate, with 
those seeking Full Communion with the church, the Rite of Reception several times during 
the year.  We will welcome our candidates at a Sunday Mass where the readings underline 
the call to discipleship.  They will make their profession of faith, celebrate the Sacrament of 
Confirmation and share in the Eucharist with us for the first time. 
 
 


