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?>March 04 

 
Rocky Mountain House - St. Matthew 

December 01, 2019 – 1st SUNDAY IN ADVENT (A) 
 

 

ST. MATTHEW PARISH AND MISSIONS 
 

Rocky Mountain House - St. Matthew Church 

Caroline - St. Joseph the Workman Church 

Evergreen - Jesuit Martyrs Church 

 

     

Evergreen - Jesuit Martyrs 

 

     
Caroline - St. Joseph Bulletin QR Code 

INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY OF THE SUNDAY 
Isaiah 2:1-5 * Romans 13:11-14 * Matthew 24:37-44 

Advent is a time to prepare for the Lord. In this season of Advent, we remember our place in salvation history. We remember that we, 

who again and again break the covenant established with God, are offered salvation through that same God who came as a baby to 
live, suffer, die and rise so that we may live forever with him.  In the first reading, Isaiah prophesies that the mountain of the Lord’s 
house shall be established and raised, and that instruction shall come out from Zion. Then God will judge between nations. Saint 
Paul warns the Romans that salvation is imminent, and that they should cast off sin and darkness and choose to live in the light of 
Jesus. In the Gospel, Jesus speaks to his disciples about the people of Noah’s time who were living carelessly when the flood came, 
and warns that as it was then, so it is for them. They must be watchful and ready, for God will come at an hour they do not expect. 
 

 

 
 

ANNUAL MINISTRIES FAIR – ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE 
 

 

● Discover where God is calling you to share your stewardship of Talent, Time and Treasure 

● Share what you love and see where your gifts might fit in our parish 

● Learn more about the different ministries and service groups in our parish 
 

This weekend we celebrate Stewardship Weekend in St. Matthew Parish. On this very special 
weekend, we reflect on all God’s blessings and make a decision as to what our gift will be in 
return for all that God has bestowed upon us. Please visit our Ministries Fair to see how you 
can share your time and talent as a member of your parish community. Your active 
participation in our parish community is vital to the life of the Church. 

 

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER  
My parish is composed of people like me. I help make it what it is. It will be friendly, if I am. 

It will be holy, if I am. Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them. It will do great work, if I work. 

It will be prayerful, if I pray. It will make generous gifts to many causes if I am a generous 

giver. It will bring others into worship, if I invite and bring them. It will be a parish of loyalty 

and love, of fearlessness and faith, of compassion, charity, and mercy, if I, who make it what 

it is, am filled with these same things. Therefore, with the help of God, I now dedicate myself 

to the task of being all things that I want my parish to be. 
 

 

IN ALL OUR CHURCHES DEC. 07/08 FOOD COLLECTION DAY 

On Saturday, December 07, 2019 and on Sunday, December 08, 2019 we will have special FOOD COLLECTION DAY for 
local Food Bank. We encourage you and your children to bring an item or items for the Food Bank Basket. Anything 
will be appreciated. Items will be collected at collection time during each Mass. Thank you for your support! 
 

 

DEC. 07/08 CHRISTIANS OF THE HOLY LAND VISITING OUR PARISHES 

 

Christians of the Holy Land will visit us on weekend of December 07/08! A display of religious goods will be available for 
sale after all weekend Masses (Rocky Mountain House, Evergreen and Caroline). All items are made in the Holy Land and 
they are hand carved by the local Catholic population there! This is a wonderful way to buy a small piece of olive wood 
article and support our brothers and sisters! So please, stop buy and see a small part of Bethlehem here at our parishes! 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

The Church's calendar begins today. The word "Advent" means "coming" and starts with a message: “be 

ready and watch for the coming of Jesus.” This can be understood in three ways: 
 

1. First, we anticipate Christ's advent on Christmas. We transcend the materialism of the modern world by a 

focus on the real meaning of the feast: God enters human existence in a totally personal way.  

2. Second, we look forward to Jesus' arrival in our lives through the blossoming of our faith.  

3. Finally, we speculate on the end of this universe at the conclusion of time. The universe is not self-sustaining. 

Eventually it will terminate in some sort of extinction. Time is finite. It will reach a culmination either in a 

vast cataclysm or total dissolution. Then the real universe will begin in God. 
 

   
 

Advent is a season of joyful hope. We trust in God‘s promise of peace. Advent promises the coming 

of God‘s great reversal: swords changed into plowshares, the lowly lifted up, and powerful brought low.  

We affirm in the lighting of the Advent wreath that we are an Advent people. We are given the gift 

of time – four weeks – to prepare for the coming of Christ into our lives. The question for our reflection as 

we begin the Advent season is how will we use the gift of time and what is our spirit of giving during the 

Advent season? We are familiar with the expression: "Give till it hurts." Rather, I would suggest: "Give till it 

feels good." Give until you discover the deepest meaning of life is to be found in the spirit of giving.  

This is the meaning of Christmas which the Advent season prepares for. May every card we write 

and the gifts we purchase and wrap be an act of giving love. May our Advent attitude be not a reflection of 

commercialism and stress at its worst; rather may we know the inner peace and hopefulness of the Advent 

season. ● In Advent we are called to see with the eyes of faith. May it be the Advent gift that is given to us 

to use wisely the gift of time that is the Advent Season. Advent isn‘t about commercialism. Advent is about 

spirituality. As an Advent people, we live in joyful hope of the Savior‘s coming. 
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LITURGICAL MINISTRIES – ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE 

Date and Time Greeters/Gifts Bearers Proclaimer 1 Proclaimer 2 EMHC - Hosts EMHC – C1 EMHC - C2 

Nov. 30, 2019 at 07.00 PM Andy & Valerie Schulte Karen Carmichael Laurier Nobert Ernie Murias Laverne Froese Leo Pelletier 

Dec. 01, 2019 at 09.00 AM Vanessa Kidd & family Steve Oscar Marliss Cartier Barry Kirtzinger Doreen Couture Dave Parfitt 

Dec. 07, 2019 at 07.00 PM Orville & Adela Kittelson Leanna Flooren Laurier Nobert Dorraine Lonsdale Leo Pelletier Ernie Murias 

Dec. 08, 2019 at 09.00 AM Jeannette Hobden Barry Kirtzinger Bonnie Perreault Teresa Johnson Becky Marland Bonnie Leaf 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES – EVERGREEN 

Date and Time Proclaimer 1 Proclaimer 2 Gifts Bearers Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion - Chalices 

Dec. 01, 2019 at 11.00 AM Hal Phillips Juanita Szymanek The Reichert Family Neal Persson and Connie Cadrain 

Dec. 08, 2019 at 11.00 AM Joey Hoven Lori Hoven The Conway Family Cecil and Carol Hoven 
 

50/50 DRAWING DRAW – December 01, 2019 Organized by CWL 

 

In conjunction with CWL fall “October Feast” Fundraiser on October 27, 2019, CWL was holding a long term 50/50 that continued 
until November 30/2019. THE FINAL DRAW WILL TAKE PLACE AT ST. MATTHEW CHURCH AT THE CONCLUSION OF MINISTRIES 
FAIR ON DEC. 01, 2019. Tickets are only $1.00/ticket. All funds raised are given to charitable organizations and/or works of service. 

 

● Bible Study in RMH   Sunday,  Dec. 01, 2019 * After 09.00 AM Mass ● Next – Dec. 08, 2019 * After 09.00 AM Mass 

● Divine Mercy Study in Evergreen Sunday,  Dec. 01, 2019 * 10.00 AM   ● Next – Dec. 08, 2019 * 10.00 AM 

● Bible Study in RMH   Monday,  Dec. 02, 2019 * 07.00 PM   ● Next – Dec. 09, 2019 * 07.00 PM 
 

FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAM ◆ RMH NEXT LESSON – SUNDAY, DEC. 01, 2019 ● 1.30 PM – 4.30 PM 
 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE DEC. 01, 2019 ● 02.00 PM 

 

You and your family are invited to the Chapel of the Rocky Funeral Home (4804 48 Street) for a Candlelight Service 
of Remembrance on Sunday, December 1, 2019 at 2.00 PM. A light lunch will follow. 

 

 

CALLED TO PROTECT WORKSHOP - RMH DEC. 02, 2019 ◆ 7.00 PM - 9.30 PM 

St. Matthew Church - Rocky Mountain House. Called to Protect™ is an abuse prevention training Workshop. Mandatory 
for all parish adult members of leadership and those who serve in medium or high-risk ministries. Although there will be future 
workshops presented, this is your opportunity to be on record for anyone who is considering a future ministry. Register at the 
Parish Office 403-845-3457 or facilitators Ernie & Lorraine Murias at 403-845-4860. 
 

 

ADVENT SCHOOL MASSES IN ST. MATTHEW CHURCH Tuesday ➔ Dec. 03, 2019 

              
11.00 AM – St. Dominic High School   ●   01.00 PM – St. Matthew School    

 

ALTAR SERVERS’ MEETING - ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE 

 

Tuesday – December 03, 2019 at 4.00 PM at the church. All altar servers are invited to attend! 
 

 

 

HOLY HOUR ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT - ST. MATTHEW 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Tuesday – Dec. 03, 2019    07.00 PM – 08.00 PM    Mass at 06.30 PM 

Prayer and meditation before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament are great ways to spend some special time with Jesus. You can 

ask Him for graces for yourself or for loved ones, reflect on His Word, or just keep Him company silently! Come for Adoration! 
 

 

CWL LADIES - FELLOWSHIP SUPPER 
 

Wednesday - Dec. 04, 2019 at 5.30 PM ◆ Dragon Palace 
 

We will be doing our annual gathering at the “New Dragon Palace” (4715 - 45 St.), to share Christmas evening meal together 
on Wednesday, Dec. 04, 2019 at 05.30 PM, in place of our December meeting.  
 

 

 

ST. MATTHEW CHURCH December 05, 2019 ● 07.00 PM - 09.00 PM 
 

Every Thursday we meet to play large scale games, have a teaching about our faith, pray, and we perform a skit about a saint. Youth Group is for 
kids in grades 6-8 and is put on by kids in grades 9-12. ● For info contact Peter at vankampen.peter@gmail.com or call/text 403-848-0955.  
 

 

Friday – December 06 ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
 

 

 
 

Friday – December 06, 2019    09.30 AM - 12.00 PM (Private Adoration)  Mass at 09.00 AM 
 

 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - NIGHT OUT 
 

Friday - Dec. 06, 2019 at 6.30 PM ◆ Legion Hall 
 

 

On Friday, Dec. 06, 2019 we will be having a Knight Out at the Rocky Legion. We are encouraging all Knights 
(New members and Old members), spouses, guests and potential new members to come out and enjoy an 
evening of fine food and fellowship. The cost for a grilled steak or chicken dinner is $10/person payable at 
the event. (Bar service and beverages are at your own cost.) We have the grill booked at 6.30 PM. Feel free 
to come early if you wish. Spread the word to fellow Knights that are no longer active members as it would 

be great to have them out! Contact Gary by email: gjdonald1@hotmail.com or by phone: 403.845.5269. 
 

 

 

mailto:vankampen.peter@gmail.com
mailto:gjdonald1@hotmail.com
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is one of the most unique and beautiful aspects of 

Catholicism. Jesus Christ, in His abundant love and mercy, established the Sacrament 

of Confession, so that we as sinners can obtain forgiveness for our sins and reconcile 

with God and the Church. The sacrament “washes us clean,” and renews us in Christ. 
 

“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.’ And 

when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 

the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained’” (John 20:21-23) 
 

If you haven’t been to Confession in a while, the Catholic Church wants to welcome you back, and invites you to 
participate in this beautiful sacrament of healing. Take a step in faith. You’ll be surprised about how free you 
feel after taking part in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. So many Catholics describe incredible feelings of peace, 
joy, relief, and love that they never expected. Jesus is calling you to experience His mercy in this way too. 
 

So you’ve decided you want to go to Confession. But how exactly do you make a good Confession? The basic 
requirement for a good confession is to have the intention of returning to God with your whole heart, like the 
“prodigal son,” and to acknowledge your sins with true sorrow before the priest. Modern society has lost a 
sense of sin. As Catholic followers of Christ, we must make an effort to recognize sin in our daily actions, words 
and omissions. The Gospels show us the importance of the forgiveness of our sins. The lives of the saints prove 
that a person who grows in holiness has a stronger sense of sin, sorrow for sins and a need for the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. No wonder the saints are filled with joy! They have realized the key to handing over their 
burdens to Christ through the Sacrament of Confession, so they can be free to serve Him with love and energy. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation offers us the opportunity to reflect on the areas in our lives where we have 
failed to be the people God has created us to be and to bring these failures to God in humility and confidence 
that God loves us. In Rocky Mountain House and Evergreen and Caroline we hold two communal celebrations of 
reconciliation during the penitential seasons of Advent and Lent. 
 

It’s because of God’s promise of grace that we can take a hard look at our sins. Lord invites us to 

transparently confess our sins, our brokenness and our emptiness to Him. Take a time and come to the 

church to confess your sins to the Lord in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Ask the Holy Spirit to bring to 

mind the ways you have failed to love your God, to love your family, to love your neighbor and to love yourself. 
 

We need your healing, merciful God: give us true repentance. Some sins are plain to us; some escape 

us, some we cannot face. Forgive us; set us free to hear your word to us; set us free to serve you.  
 

ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICES 

 

2019-12-04 Wednesday Trochu 07.00 PM 

2019-12-06 Friday Caroline 04.00 PM 

2019-12-09 Monday Sylvan Lake 07.00 PM 

2019-12-10 Tuesday Red Deer - St. Mary 07.00 PM 

2019-12-11 Wednesday Rocky Mountain House 07.00 PM 

2019-12-12 Thursday Ponoka 07.00 PM 

2019-12-13 Friday Olds 06.30 PM 

2019-12-17 Tuesday Lacombe 07.00 PM 

2019-12-18 Wednesday Rimbey 07.00 PM 

2019-12-18 Wednesday Innisfail 07.00 PM 

2019-12-19 Thursday Red Deer - Sacred Heart 07.00 PM 

2019-12-20 Friday Evergreen 04.00 PM 
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WELCOME HOME 
Christmas is a wonderful time to invite inactive Catholics and the unchurched to attend special 

Christmas services. Like all Catholic churches, we have our share of inactive members who do not attend 

the services and are inactive in their faith. One in every two Canadians does not participate actively in any 

church. So, what about inviting an inactive Catholic or friend with no church home to a Christmas service? 

The joyous Eucharist we celebrate at Christmas is the summit of our Advent preparation and the 

source of the joy we carry through the rest of the season into the New Year. How appropriate it is for our 

Christmas services to be the center of the Christmas celebration for our family, friends, and visitors. Let's 

invite and welcome home everyone for Christmas! 
 
 

Christmas is coming! For the church it is the season of Advent, a time of preparation to 

focus our thoughts and activities on the birth of Christ and His second coming. Advent is that 

special time of year when we want to find the perfect gift, when our hearts are ignited by 

God's expression of love and when the presence of the Lord is experienced in unexpected 

ways and place. These are Christmas treasures we hold dear to our hearts as we celebrate 

the Christ Child's birth. The scripture records that after the shepherds left the stable on the 

holy night of Jesus' birth, Mary treasured all these things and pondered them in her heart. 

Jesus is our greatest Christmas treasure and we want to share Him with others. Let us not 

miss the Christmas treasures that He has for us this Advent Season.  
 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES IN OUR PARISHES 

 

NEW YEAR'S EVE MASSES 

ROCKY MTN HOUSE Dec. 24, 2019 – Tuesday 05.00 PM EVERGREEN Dec. 31, 2019 – Tuesday 05.00 PM 

ROCKY MTN HOUSE Dec. 24, 2019 – Tuesday 08.00 PM ROCKY MTN HOUSE Dec. 31, 2019 – Tuesday 07.00 PM 

CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES IN OUR PARISHES NEW YEAR'S DAY MASSES 

ROCKY MTN HOUSE Dec. 25, 2019 – Wednesday 09.00 AM ROCKY MTN HOUSE Jan. 01, 2020 – Wednesday 11.00 AM 

EVERGREEN Dec. 25, 2019 – Wednesday 11.00 AM  CAROLINE Jan. 01, 2020 – Wednesday 01.00 PM 

CAROLINE Dec. 25, 2019 – Wednesday 01.00 PM   

 

 

Advent Wreath is constructed of a circle of evergreen branches into which are inserted 
four candles (advent candles). According to tradition, three of the candles are violet 
and the fourth is rose.  The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday of Advent, for this 
color anticipates and symbolizes the Christmas joy announced in the first word of the 
Entrance Antiphon: "Rejoice" (Latin, “Gaudete”). For this reason, the Third Sunday is 
also called Gaudete Sunday, and rose color vestments are used.  Advent Wreath 
represents the long time when people lived in spiritual darkness, waiting for the coming 
of the Messiah, the Light of the world. Each year in Advent people wait once again in 
darkness for the coming of the Lord, His historical coming in the mystery of Bethlehem, 
His final coming at the end of time, and His special coming in every moment of grace. 
 

 During Advent, family and friends can gather around the Advent Wreath lighting the 
appropriate candle(s), read from the daily Advent meditation and sing songs. 
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ALTAR SERVERS’ CHRISTMAS PARTY - RMH Dec. 10, 2019 ◆ 4.00 PM - 6.00 PM 

 

 

Tuesday – December 10, 2019 ◆ 4.00 PM – 6.00 PM ◆ At the church in Rocky Mountain House.  

Deacon Bernie would like to celebrate with every altar server from Rocky Mountain House, Evergreen and Caroline!  
Please RSVP Debbie by text 403-844-0431 or email dbaich@telus.net before Monday, December 9, 2019. 

 

 

 

POTLUCK LUNCH - EVERGREEN Sunday, Dec. 15, 2019 - After 11.00 AM Mass 

ADVENT CELEBRATION!  ◆  VISITORS ARE WELCOME! 

EVERGREEN CHRISTMAS CAROLING Sunday - Dec. 22, 2019 

 

 

 4.30 PM - Meet at the church. Eat Supper.  6.00 PM - Get on the BUS to go caroling  9.00 PM - Return to the church 
 

Bring Christmas baking to make plates to give out as we go caroling * Bring flashlights, water bottles, and warm clothes 
 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY - Prophets: Messengers of God's Mercy 
 

Starting - Jan. 05, 2020 

  Sunday Bible Study Group  ◆  Jan. 05 - Mar. 01, 2020 ➔ Sundays 10.30 AM to 12.00 PM    

Register at parish office by Dec. 15, 2019 
 

10 sessions – 1,5 hours each (30 min. DVD and 60 min. lively discussion) ◆ Workbook - $35 (+ online access to DVDs) 

Workbooks are optional and couples are welcome to share. When you purchase a workbook you get free online access to the lectures 
for the duration of the study; so if you want to host a study group in your home or run it for your family or independent study this is a 
great chance to try Bible study.                                                For more info contact:   Lisa Sembaliuk 403-846-7137 (phone/text) 

 

PRESENTER: 
 

Thomas Smith  

 

It is nearly impossible to understand the work and message of Jesus without the prophetic books. In The Prophets: Messengers of God’s Mercy study, 
presenter Thomas Smith examines who the prophets were, their role during their time, and the meaning of their messages for our own time. In this 
program, discover how God is constantly calling you to a deeper relationship, as well as the ways you are called to be the voice of God to others. 
 

 

Legislature committee stops bill aimed at protecting doctors’ conscience rights 
 

A United Conservative Party MLA has lost his bid to strengthen the rights of health care providers in Alberta to refuse procedures 
contrary to their moral beliefs. Dan Williams’ Bill 207, the Conscience Rights (Health Care Providers) Protection Act, was shot down 
by his fellow members of the legislature who sit on the assembly’s standing committee for private members’ bills. Eight of the 10 
committee members voted against the bill’s second reading, including some of Wiliams’ UCP colleagues. 

 

 

BANISH WINTER BLUES - RMH GAMES - COFFEE - TEA - FELLOWSHIP  

Every Saturday in January and February parishioners are invited to stay after Mass for some old-fashioned 
fun for all ages. Reconnect playing board games, card games, dominoes, or whatever game you want to 
share. Coffee and tea will be provided. No sore losers allowed. If games are not your thing, you are invited 
to stay anyway and visit with our pastor and parishioners over a cup of coffee or tea. 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS - $3 or $6 In the parish office and at the back of each church 

 

SUNDAY MISSALS 2020 - $5 CATHOLIC ART CALENDARS 2020 - $4 
 

NEW ISSUE OF “OUR DAILY BREAD” Available for FREE at the back table in each church! 
 

 

 

POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS THANK YOU!  

The shape of the poinsettia flower and leaves are sometimes thought as a symbol of the Star of Bethlehem which led the Wise Men 
to Jesus. Red colored leaves symbolize the blood of Christ. Anyone can give special monetary donation toward the purchase 
of the flowers for the decoration of the sanctuary for Christmas. Just mark your donations “Flowers for Christmas”. Anyone 
wishing to donate actual flowers for the church can drop them off in the office by noon on Friday, December 20, 2019.  

 

   

GIVE A GIFT FROM CHALICE GIFT CATALOGUE PLEASE, PICK UP GIFT CATALOGUE 

A perfect way to celebrate Jesus’ birth is to share your inner joy and peace by giving a gift that will make a significant 
impact for children, families and communities around the world. Christmas Gift Catalogue gives our supporters the 
opportunity to purchase a gift on behalf of family and friends who will receive a beautiful card stating what gift or 
gifts you bought in their name. Each gift will help a child or family at a Chalice site location. In thanksgiving I wish you 
God’s joy, light and peace this Christmas time for you and your family.                      Fr. Patrick Cosgrove – President of Chalice 

 

 

MANGER PROJECT “LIGHT UP THE SKY FOR CHRISTMAS” 

Throughout Advent we will be once again doing the Manger of Gifts in support of Women’s Shelter and the 
Pregnancy Care Center. Please peel away the pink star to reveal the gift you have been chosen to bring. 
Leave the yellow portion of the star in the smaller basket. These stars will be placed in the night sky behind 
the gifts in preparation for Jesus’s Birth.  

 

mailto:dbaich@telus.net
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FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

Jesus wants us to use Advent season wisely - with prayer, penance and longing for God. 
 

 Adventus in Latin means to await the arrival of someone or something of great importance. For 

Christians, this season is very much identified with preparations for the birth of Christ, so much so that the 

second meaning of Advent is often diminished, that of preparing for the Second Coming of Christ in Glory. 

The readings that begin the Advent season capture that second meaning more than the first.   

 Isaiah was prophesying at a particularly dark time for Israel and Judah. It was nearly eight centuries 

before the coming of the Messiah. The chosen people were under attack from the Assyrians marching from 

their capital city Nineveh in the north. What was to follow would be a long period of war, exile and 

bloodshed. To shine a light into this darkness, Isaiah was given a message of hopefulness to help God’s 

people keep the faith during their time of affliction. 

 Wars will end, the suffering will give way once more to glory, when swords would become plowshares 

and spears would be pruning hooks. Jerusalem will be restored, the Temple rebuilt and all nations shall 

stream toward it. Isaiah was given a double prophecy – the people would return to their land in the near 

future, but in the distance, God promised to bring them to the new and heavenly Jerusalem where it will be 

established as the highest mountain and raised above the hills. It is quite simply the hope of heaven, and 

in the Savior who will bring it about. Armed with that powerful hope, Isaiah tells his countrymen: Let us 

walk in the light of the Lord! 

 When Paul wrote to the Christians at Rome, for them it was also a time of darkness and uncertain 

futures. The Church was being persecuted in its infancy, something Paul knew well as he himself was once 

the cause of the Christian’s pain. Like Isaiah, Paul points to a brighter future for those who endure the cross 

– they will one day wear the crown of righteousness. He encourages the Christians at Rome to throw off 

the works of darkness and put on the armor of light because our salvation is nearer now than when we first 

believed. The same can be said for us today. Our suffering is earthly, but our hope is eternal. Advent calls 

us to put on the Lord Jesus Christ and let him guide us to himself and to the kingdom. 

 In today’s Gospel from Matthew, Jesus is also facing a time of testing and challenge. It is Wednesday 

of Holy Week. He will soon experience betrayal and abandonment and will be put on trial, sentenced to die 

and led out to the cross. He knew the hour of his passing, the means by which it would occur, and by whose 

hand the deed would be committed. We, however, do not receive that same knowledge: for you do not know 

on which day your Lord will come. Therefore, Jesus admonishes all to be awake and alert, preparing for the 

end of our lives, the end of the world and his second coming in glory. We must learn from those in Scripture 

and throughout history who did nothing to prepare themselves. 

 Jesus wants us to use the Advent season wisely, not only to prepare for the coming of Christmas, 

but with prayer, penance and longing for God, to prepare for the coming of Christ, as a baby and as a king. 
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PASTOR - FR. LEON KLER 
 

 

Deacon (Retired) – Bernie Ouellette 

Secretary – Vivian Duhamel 
 

 
 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICE 
 

5208-53 Ave (Box 130)    Rocky Mountain House, AB * T4T 1A1 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday - Friday 12.00 PM (Noon) - 04.00 PM 
  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Direct voice/fax/text line to office 403.845.3457 
Direct voice/fax/text line to pastor 587.355.3947 
Direct voice/fax/text line for prayer requests 403.407.1932 
Direct email address to office office@smprmh.ca    
Direct email address to pastor 
 

pastor@smprmh.ca 
   

 

PARISH MINISTRIES 

Altar Servers                    Deacon Bernie Ouellette 403.846.0453 
Baptism Preparation Class Steve/Donna Oscar 403.895.0373 
Bible Study Mondays 
 

Mara Gagne 
 

403.845.0940 
 

Bible Study Sundays Lisa Sembaliuk 403.846.7137 
Called to Protect Ernie Murias 403.845.4860 
Children’s Liturgy Mona Cruickshank 403.846.1027 
CWL Joyce Donald 403.895.4156 
First Communion Class     Catherine van Kampen 403.845.2923 
Knights of Columbus Gary Donald 403.845.5269 
Maintenance Ernie Murias 403.845.4860 
Ministry to the Sick Ernie Murias 403.845.4860 
Music Ministry Quintal Doreen 403.846.8733 
Parish Finance Council Randall Sugden 403.844.8478 
Parish Pastoral Council Lauren MacKenzie 403.845.2836 
Prayer Chain Alice Murray 403.722.4056 
Youth Group Peter van Kampen 403.848.0955 
 

SUNDAY MASSES 

Saturday 07.00 PM Rocky Mountain House 
Sunday 09.00 AM Rocky Mountain House 
Sunday 11.00 AM Evergreen 
Sunday 
 

01.00 PM 
 

Caroline 
 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday No Mass 
Tuesday 06.30 PM - St. Matthew Church, RMH 
Wednesday 09.00 AM - St. Matthew Church, RMH 
Thursday 
 

09.00 AM - St. Matthew Church, RMH 
10.30 AM - Jesuit Martyrs, Evergreen 

Friday 09.00 AM - St. Matthew Church, RMH 
 

MONTHLY MASSES 

First Wednesday 08.00 AM - St. Matthew School, RMH 
First Wednesday 11.00 AM - Eckville Manor, Eckville 
First Friday 11.00 AM - Clearwater Centre, RMH 
Second Wednesday 08.00 AM - St. Dominic School, RMH 
Second Wednesday 11.00 AM - Westview Lodge, RMH 
 

 

 

REQUESTS FOR USE OF CHURCH FACILITIES MUST BE 

APPROVED BY PASTOR AND BOOKED THROUGH OFFICE. 
 

 

BAPTISM OF CHILDREN 
 

Contact office if you want your child to be baptized in our parish. 
Preparation Class is mandatory. For more info, call office. 
 

 

CONFESSIONS 
 

Rocky Mountain House - Every Saturday from 6.15 PM to 6.45 PM 
Evergreen/Caroline - after Sun. Masses  Anytime by appointment 

 

MARRIAGE 
 

Contact office if you want to celebrate Sacrament of Marriage in our 
parish. Preparation is mandatory. For more info, call office. 
 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
 

Every Friday in St. Matthew Church - Rocky Mountain House 
9.00 AM MASS  9.30 AM - 12.00 PM ADORATION 

Every First Tuesday of the month in St. Matthew Church - RMH 
6.30 PM MASS  7.00 PM - 8.00 PM HOLY HOUR ADORATION 

 
 

PARISH WEBSITE ➔ WWW.SMPRMH.CA 
 

 

 

 

Saturday November 30, 2019 – 1st Sunday in Advent 
07.00 PM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew Church 
Intention: Blessings & grace for Catherine Heimbeckner 
Sunday  December 01, 2019 – 1st Sunday in Advent 
09.00 AM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew Church 
Intention: + Antea Maghinay 
11.00 AM Evergreen – Jesuit Martyrs Church 
Intention:  No intention requested 
01.00 PM Caroline – St. Joseph the Workman Church 
Intention: For all members of our parish communities 
 

 
 

Monday  December 02, 2019 – Weekday in Advent 
No Mass 

Tuesday December 03, 2019 – St. Francis Xavier; priest 
11.00 AM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew Church 
Intention: For St. Dominic School ➔ School Mass - Advent 
01.00 PM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew Church 
Intention: For St. Matthew School ➔ School Mass – Advent 
06.30 PM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew Church 
Intention: + Normand Pomerleau 

07.00 PM – 08.00 PM ➔ HOLY HOUR ADORATION  ➔➔ St. Matthew Church, RMH 

Wednesday December 04, 2019 – Weekday in Advent 
08.00 AM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew School Chapel 
Intention: For staff and students of St. Matthew School 
09.00 AM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew Church 
Intention: + Wilfrid Pomerleau 
11.00 AM Eckville – Eckville Manor 
Intention: For all prayer board intentions 

Thursday December 05, 2019 – Weekday in Advent  MASSES CANCELLED 

No Mass - Masses are cancelled - Meeting of all priests in Edmonton 
Friday  December 06, 2019 – Weekday in Advent 
09.00 AM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew Church 
Intention: + Wilfrid Pomerleau 

09.30 AM – 12.00 PM ➔ ADORATION  ➔ ➔ ➔ ➔ ➔ ➔   St. Matthew Church, RMH 

11.00 AM Rocky Mountain House – Clearwater Centre 
Intention:  No intention requested 
 

 
 

Saturday December 07, 2019 – 2nd Sunday in Advent 
07.00 PM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew Church 
Intention: For all the souls in purgatory 
Sunday  December 08, 2019 – 2nd Sunday in Advent 
09.00 AM Rocky Mountain House – St. Matthew Church 
Intention: + Chloe Kaniusis 
11.00 AM Evergreen – Jesuit Martyrs Church 
Intention: For all members of our parish communities 
01.00 PM Caroline – St. Joseph the Workman Church 
Intention:  No intention requested 
 

NOV. 24, 2019 THANK YOU FOR YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT! 

SUNDAY REG. COLLECTION: 
CHILDREN’S COLLECTION: 
MAINTENANCE FUND: 
TOGETHER WE SERVE: 
 

RMH - $1,648.40 * Evergreen - $755.00 * Caroline - $113.25 
RMH - $21.20 * Evergreen - $00.00 * Caroline - $00.00 
RMH - $20.00 * Evergreen - $00.00 * Caroline - $00.00 
RMH - $250.00 * Evergreen - $00.00 * Caroline - $00.00  

 

THANK YOU! 

 

Thank you on behalf of Knights of Columbus for support of Spaghetti 
Supper and Silent Auction on Nov. 15, 2019. The participation and 
generous contributions of the parishioners was greatly appreciated! 
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